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' Committee
review meeting
canceled

By Mike Hasten
mhasten@gannett.com

BATON ROUGE
Numerous requests for
changes in the House redis-
tricting plan proposed by
Speaker Jim Tucker, R-Texr-
rytown, led to the cancella-
tion of a planned committee
meeting Tuesday to rewew
it.

Instead, the Louisiana
House and Governmental
Affairs Committee is sched-
wled to take up Tucker's
HBI at 9 a.m. Wednesday. It
would be debated Friday on
the House floor.

Behind the scenes, sev-
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brewing in House redistricting plan

eral lawmakers upset ‘with
the way HBI shifts their dis-
tricts are proposing amend-
ments to the bill. But every
time one e elé'

there is a ripple S0
it takes time fgr the ;icotyum-
ana -House staff to work up
impact figures and maps.

. Rep. James Armes, D-

Leesville, met with Tucker.

at 130 p.m. Monday, as
him to alter the pro;
District 25, His first choice
would be to revert to an ear-
lier draft of Tucker’s bill that
creates a fourth minori
district in Shreveport, whi
would not greatly alter his
district.

As it is, he would be:

forced to compete with Rep.
Chris Roy, D-Alexandria in
a district that spans parts of
Rapides and Verron parish-

es and is more heavily popu- Rov.

lated in Rapides, giving Roy

an advantage.

s still kind of
at.a » Armes said
aﬂ:erﬂmmeehng“‘Hesmd.‘I
don’t see how I can do that™”
Armes said he doeso’t under-
stand why not mrhedxismme
Shreveport minori istrict
was a definite part of Tucker’s

plan until - he presented an.

altered version Monday.
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just want to do what's fair”

The problem, he said, is
that the proposed district
h?mﬂmmh}iﬂ
but 10,000 of those
are soldiers at Fort who
don’t vote in the district. Sol-
diers-are registered to vote in
their home cities, counties or
parishes, which puts him at a
disadvantage in a race against

Avmes said he proposed
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an alternative that would take
DeRidder from state Rep.
Frank -Howard, R- Many, and
give him a larger piece of Ver-
non Parish.

- He -said ‘Tucker is looking
into it,

Roy has quesuaned why
the change was made from
him running against Republi-
can Rickey Nowlin of Natchi-
toches in the original ver-
sion to having to run

against
Armes, his friend and fellow

Democrat.ho ca]ly
“I hope it's not po]m

motivated to do away with a
Democratic seat,” Armes said.
le ‘Tmnotgoingtotakethislying
down. Most of this had to do
with Rick Nowlin not want-

_ ing to run against Chris Roy.”

Nowlin said he’s not much
better off in the proposed
new district. Although he’s
not scheduled to run against

an incumbent, he lives right
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on the edge of the district,
making it wide open for chal-
lenges.

Armes said Nowl-
in is “cooked no mat-
ter where he goes”

If Tucker does not reinstate
a fourth minority district in
Shreve an issue that has
divided the city’s black law-
makers, state Rep. Rick Gal-
lot, D-Ruston, said he will
push legislation introdueed
Monday that would do it.

He said that without it, the
US. Department of Justice
might reject the whole plan
under the Voting Rights Act.

“If we want a better shot at
preclearance, ‘that would be
necessary, he said.

Rep. Barbara Norton, D-
Shreveport, represents one
of three districts in the city
where black voters outnum-
ber whites. She’s a member
of the Louisiana Legislative

Black Caucus, whose goal is
to elect more black members
to the state- Legislature and
Congress.

Norton doesn’t want anew
district to happen at the cost
of weakening existing major-
ity black districts - or making
it easier for voters to elect a
white representative,

“If you're going to do a
fourth one, you do whatever
you need to do”

Norton said. “But don't do
it with chopping my district
up-” iy )
Roy said Monday that Rep.
John Bel Edwards, chairman
of the Democratic Caucus,
will offer amendments to
HBI to create the Shreveport
district.

If the district is created, it
would impact several other
districts, and possibly result
in a Nowlin-Roy contest.




